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                 ST NICHOLAS COLLEGE 
      HALF-YEARLY PRIMARY EXAMINATIONS 

      February 2018 
YEAR 5                                         ENGLISH (Listening Comprehension)                        TIME: 30 minutes 

TEACHER’S COPY 
Guidelines for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination 

ALL INSTRUCTIONS ARE TO BE GIVEN IN ENGLISH. 
 

a) 4 minutes – First reading aloud of text by teacher 
b) 4 minutes – Teacher reads out the questions 
c) 4 minutes – Second reading aloud of text by teacher 
d) 8 minutes – Students answer the questions 
e) 4 minutes – Third reading aloud of text by teacher 
f) 6 minutes – Final revision of answers by students 

Resources 
Teacher: Reading Text and Questions 
Each Student: Pen and Examination Paper 

 
Introduction 

The teacher in charge distributes the examination papers to the students and asks them to write their 
name, surname and class on the front cover. 
THE TEACHER TELLS THE STUDENTS TO FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE 
EXAMINATION PAPER (STUDENT’S COPY) AS SHE/HE READS. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

1 • Listen carefully as the teacher reads the text. 
• Do not answer the questions or write anything while the teacher is reading. 

2 • Open the examination paper and look at the questions. 
• I will read the questions to you once. 

3 • Close the examination paper and listen carefully. 
• I will read the text a second time. 
• Do not write anything while I am reading. 

4 • You have eight minutes to answer questions 1 to 14. 
• In questions 1 to 12 tick only the correct answer. 
• In number 13 (a to h) tick to show whether each sentence is True or False. 
• In number 14 (a to d) fill in each blank with a suitable word. 

5 • I will read the text to you a third time. 
• You may complete any unanswered questions as I read. 

6 • You now have six minutes to check your answers and complete any unanswered questions. 
 

TOTAL:  20 MARKS 
 
 



St Nicholas College – English Listening Comprehension – Teacher’s Copy – Year 5 – Feb 2018        Page 2 of 6 
 

 

Coming Home at Last 
Oliver Crisp was only ten years old, but they were an exciting ten years, because 

Oliver’s parents were explorers. 
 

There came a day when Mr and Mrs Crisp realised there was nothing left to 

explore. They had trekked along the banks of all great rivers, and stood on 

summits of all unconquered mountains. There were no more blank spaces left on 

the map. So they packed their belongings aboard their van and drove home to 

Deepwater Bay, near a little seaside town where they owned a house. They had 

hardly ever lived there. ‘No more exploring for us’, they told each other sadly. ‘It’s 

time we settled down.’  
 

Oliver wasn’t sad, though. He was tired of living the explorer’s life. No time to 

make friends, or feel at home anywhere. He’d never even had a proper bedroom 

of his own, just a bunk in the back of the van. All his things were hidden in trunks 

and storage boxes under the van’s seats. He thought it would be great to have a 

whole house to live in.  At home he would have his own bedroom and bathroom, 

and he would be starting next term at the local school.  
 

‘It’s not a very pretty house,’ his mother reminded him. ‘It’s really rather old and 

creaky. The wind blows right through it. It needs lots of work doing, but we never 

found the time.  Or the money! There’s not a lot of money in exploring.’ 
 

The house stood at the top of the beach. It was big and grey, with dried plants 

covering its roof. 

‘Wow!’ said Oliver. 

‘Wow!’ said his parents as they stopped the van on a curve of the steep lane and 

stood there, staring in sheer amazement. 
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Oliver was pleased that his parents sounded as thrilled as he was. Then he looked 

at them, and saw that it was not the house that they were looking at, but all those 

new scruffy islands in the bay. 

‘Where have they come from?’ asked his father. ‘I don’t remember them …’ 

‘They are not marked on the map!’ Mum gasped. 

‘Nine … ten … fifteen …,’ Dad muttered. ‘They must be new islands! Volcanic, 

probably …’ 

‘Unexplored!’ they whispered, both together. 
 

Oliver sighed. He had seen them like this before, whenever they heard of a 

vanished city or a forbidden tomb! 
 

(Adapted from ‘Oliver and the Seawigs’  by Philip Reeve) 

 
Tick (✓) the correct word or phrase.                                                              (12 marks) 
1. Oliver Crisp had 

a) a boring life.  
b) an exciting life.  
c) an easy life.  
d) an ordinary life.  

  
2. Mr and Mrs Crisp enjoyed 

a)  staying at home.  
b)  going to the beach.  
c)  waking up early.  
d)  discovering new places.  

 
3. They stopped exploring because 

a)  they were too old to go on.  
b)  they had no money left to travel.  
c) there was nowhere new to explore.  
d)  they got fed up of it.  
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4. During his travels, Oliver normally slept 
a)  at the back of the car.  
b)  in the back of the van.  
c)  in his own bedroom.  
d)  in a small tent.  

  
5. Their house in Deepwater Bay had 

a)  six bedrooms.  
b)  only one bedroom.  
c)  one bedroom and a bathroom.  
d)  more than one bedroom.  

  
6. The house was 

a) overlooking the beach.  
b)  by the river.  
c)  in the town centre.  
d)  near a school.  

 
 

7. The house 
a)  was very small.  
b)  needed a lot of work.  
c)  was well kept.  
d)  was very modern.  

 
8. Oliver’s parents were thrilled when they saw 

a)  the seaside town.  
b)  their house.  
c)  the islands.  
d)  the countryside.  

 
9. Mr and Mrs Crisp had 

a)  seen the islands before.  
b)  never seen the islands.  
c)  been to the islands before.  
d)  heard about the islands.  

 
 
 
 



St Nicholas College – English Listening Comprehension – Teacher’s Copy – Year 5 – Feb 2018        Page 5 of 6 
 

 

10.  Oliver sighed because he realised that 
a)  his parents were glad to be home at last.  
b)  he was going to enjoy living at Deepwater Bay.  
c)  his parents liked the view from their van.  
d)  his parents were thinking of exploring the islands.  

 
11. A creaky house is usually 

a)  sharp and dangerous.  
b)  worn and run-down.  
c)  modern and secure.  
d)  colourful and trendy.  

 
12. Another word for forbidden is 

a)  prohibited.  
b)  unexplored.  
c)  permitted.  
d)  unforgettable.  

 
13. Put a tick (✓) to show whether each sentence is TRUE or FALSE.     (4 marks) 
  True False 

a Oliver made lots of friends during his travels.   

b Mr and Mrs Crisp enjoyed long walks by the river and 
mountain climbing. 

  

c Oliver’s things were stored in plastic bags inside the van.   

d Oliver was happy to be going home.   

e Oliver was looking forward to starting school.   

f Their house at Deepwater Bay was very pretty.   

g According to Mrs Crisp, explorers earned a lot of money.   

h Oliver’s parents were terrified when they saw the islands.   
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 14. Fill in the blanks with a suitable word.                                           (4 marks) 

a)  Oliver ____________________ many different places whilst travelling with 

his parents. 

b)  Sleeping in a van was not very ____________________ and Oliver was 

longing to have his own bedroom. 

c)  The view from the van was  ____________________. 

d)  The islands in the bay were still ____________________. 

 
END OF PAPER 


