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Procedures for Task One 
Look at Task One. 
(Allow a 15-second pause while students familiarise themselves with the task.) 
Listen carefully. You will hear the passage twice. 
 

You are going to listen to a short story called  -  Little Brother, Big Help! 
 

Andrew’s mum had insisted that he should take his little brother, Max, to the 
basketball court where Andrew planned to meet his friends. Andrew was reluctant 
to take his brother Max, but he didn’t have a choice, so he trudged to the basketball 
court with Max happily skimming at his side. To Andrew’s relief, a few of his friends 
had brought their little brothers and sisters, too, so at least Max would have some 
kids his own age to keep him occupied during the game.  Then, Andrew noticed what 
the others had already seen. The gate into the basketball court was locked. 
For a few minutes, everyone waited helplessly, trying to figure out what to do.  
Then, from around the corner strode Mr Giles, the maintenance manager at the 
community centre where the basketball court was located. Mr Giles, hastily 
approached the boys and said apologetically, “Sorry I’m behind schedule today, 
guys. I had a flat tyre.”  He unhooked a bunch of keys from his belt and reached 
over to unlock the gate. But instead, Mr Giles accidentally dropped the keys on the 
other side of the fence! 
There was a long silence. Then Max exclaimed, “I can get them!”  Everyone ignored 
him until he repeated, “I know how to get them,” this time more loudly. 
When he finally heard Max, Andrew snapped, “How can you possibly help?” 
Max simply answered, “Watch what I can do.”  He dropped to the ground and 
squirmed underneath the gate.  Within a minute, he had emerged on the other side. 
He grabbed the keys and passed them through to Andrew, who gave them to Mr 
Giles.  Within seconds, Mr Giles had the gate unlocked.  The boys trooped onto the 
basketball court, calling out their thanks to Mr Giles as they surged towards the 
net. 
 

“Don’t thank me,” uttered Mr Giles, “Max is the one who saved the day.”  He was 
the only one small enough to squeeze under the gate.”  After that, Andrew resolved 
to never again think of his brother as an inconvenience. 
 

Adapted from   180 Days of Reading for Sixth Grade 
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TASK 1 
(Include a 4-second pause after each number.) 
 
Exercise 1 Fill in each blank with a word.  

a) Andrew was ____________ to take his brother Max to the basketball court.  
(4 seconds)   

b) The _____________ into the basketball court was locked.  
(4 seconds)   

c) Mr Giles accidentally _______________ the keys on the other side of the 
fence.  
(4 seconds)   

d) When Max exclaimed that he could get the keys, everyone _____________ 
him.  
(4 seconds)   

 
Exercise 2 Tick (✓) the correct box in the table below. TRUE, FALSE or No 
Information Given (NIG) 
 
a)  Mr. Giles took a bunch of keys out of his pocket.  

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   

b) The basketball court was located at the community centre. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   

c) The boys’ mother was proud of what her sons had done. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   

d) Andrew helped Mr Giles get the keys. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
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Now you will hear the short passage again. Listen carefully. 
 

You are going to listen to a short story called  -  Little Brother, Big Help! 
 

Andrew’s mum had insisted that he should take his little brother, Max, to the 
basketball court where Andrew planned to meet his friends. Andrew was reluctant 
to take his brother Max, but he didn’t have a choice, so he trudged to the basketball 
court with Max happily skimming at his side. To Andrew’s relief, a few of his friends 
had brought their little brothers and sisters, too, so at least Max would have some 
kids his own age to keep him occupied during the game.  Then, Andrew noticed what 
the others had already seen. The gate into the basketball court was locked. 
For a few minutes, everyone waited helplessly, trying to figure out what to do.  
Then, from around the corner strode Mr Giles, the maintenance manager at the 
community centre where the basketball court was located. Mr Giles, hastily 
approached the boys and said apologetically, “Sorry I’m behind schedule today, 
guys. I had a flat tyre.”  He unhooked a bunch of keys from his belt and reached 
over to unlock the gate. But instead, Mr Giles accidentally dropped the keys on the 
other side of the fence! 
There was a long silence. Then Max exclaimed, “I can get them!”  Everyone ignored 
him until he repeated, “I know how to get them,” this time more loudly. 
When he finally heard Max, Andrew snapped, “How can you possibly help?” 
Max simply answered, “Watch what I can do.”  He dropped to the ground and 
squirmed underneath the gate.  Within a minute, he had emerged on the other side. 
He grabbed the keys and passed them through to Andrew, who gave them to              
Mr Giles.  Within seconds, Mr Giles had the gate unlocked.  The boys trooped onto 
the basketball court, calling out their thanks to Mr Giles as they surged towards the 
net. 
 

“Don’t thank me,” uttered Mr Giles, “Max is the one who saved the day.”  He was 
the only one small enough to squeeze under the gate.”  After that, Andrew resolved 
to never again think of his brother as an inconvenience. 
 
Adapted from   180 Days of Reading for Sixth Grade 
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Listen to the sentences again. You may finish this task as you listen. 
(The sentences are read a second time) 
(Include a 4 second pause after each number) 

 

Exercise 1 Fill in each blank with a word.  

a) Andrew was ____________ to take his brother Max to the basketball court.  
(4 seconds)   

b) The _____________ into the basketball court was locked.  
(4 seconds)   

c) Mr Giles accidentally _______________ the keys on the other side of the 
fence.  
(4 seconds)   

d) When Max exclaimed that he could get the keys, everyone _____________ 
him.  

(4 seconds) 
 
 
 
 
Exercise 2 Tick (✓) the correct box in the table below. TRUE, FALSE or No 
Information Given (NIG) 
 

a) Mr. Giles took a bunch of keys out of his pocket.  
Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
b) The basketball court was located at the community centre. 
Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
c) The boys’ mother was proud of what her sons had done. 
Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
d) Andrew helped Mr Giles get the keys. 
Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
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You now have some time to check your answers. (Allow 30 seconds) 
This is the end of Task One. (Allow a 30-second pause between Task 1 and Task 2) 

*************************** 
Procedures for Task Two 

Look at the three exercises for Task Two.  
(Allow a 50-second pause while students familiarise themselves with the three 
exercises.)  
 

Listen carefully. You will hear the reading twice. 
If you wish you may start the exercises as you listen. 

The Race 
Down at the track, there was Craig, Becky’s stepfather and a top dog trainer.  So 
long as one of his two champion dogs came first and the other came in second, so 
long as the prize money was coming in, and the trophies too, that was all that 
mattered to Craig.  Becky never really got on well with Craig.  For her, every race 
was a torment.  She could see that Alfie was not the dog he had been.  He was too 
tired.  He was too old. Every time he ran, she thought it might be his last. 
Becky was there at the track the evening Alfie broke down. He looked fine as she 
led him around the enclosure, full of himself and up on his toes.  He was the first 
out of the traps, as usual, kept tight around the bend and powered ahead, with 
Brighteyes just behind.  It looked to Becky, and to everyone else, like another double 
win.  All the other dogs were out of it.  Then, with no warning whatsoever, Alfie 
simply stopped running, slowed to a limping walk and stood there panting under the 
glare of the lights, as every dog streaked by him. 
Brighteyes had run on a few paces when it happened.  But then, as he found himself 
suddenly alone, he slowed, stopped and looked about him. He saw Alfie standing 
there alone on the track and came running back towards him.  The two famous 
champions stood side by side on the track, bewildered and alarmed, but still 
together.  As Becky ran over to them, the whole crowd fell silent.  They knew that 
they were witnessing the end of a greyhound racing legend, that they had just seen 
the great Alfie run his last race. 
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The vet confirmed what everyone had already suspected, that a bone in one of 
Alfie’s hind legs had broken.  He might be able to run but he would never race again. 
No one spoke in the van on the way home that night.  Becky sat in the back with 
Alfie’s head on her lap.  She didn’t utter a word. She waited until they were having 
a cup of tea in the kitchen, before she said anything.  She had made up her mind to 
swallow her pride and beg. 
 
“I have never asked you for anything before, have I, Craig?” she began.  Craig didn’t 
say anything.  He sat there stirring his tea and gazing into it.  “It’s about Alfie. I’d 
really like to keep him.  I mean, he’s won you all that money, all those cups.  He’s 
run his heart out for you every time he has raced, hasn’t he?  And Brighteyes… if 
Alfie goes, it will break his heart, and if he’s unhappy then he will never run his best, 
will he?  I know him.  Please Craig, I will look after him.  I promise I will.” 
“Well let me tell you something,” replied Craig.  “A racing dog is only worth keeping 
as long as he can win.  You heard what the vet said.  Alfie’s not even going to be 
able to race again, let alone win.  So he goes, just like the others.  He’s no different.  
I run a racing kennels here, right?  I do not run a dogs’ rest home for lame 
greyhounds.  He goes.  Tomorrow.  And there’s an end to it.” 
 
“He’ll go to a good home, Becky.  It’s all right,” her mother said.  “They all go to 
good homes, don’t they Craig?” 
 
“Oh yes,” Craig muttered as he took a sip of his tea and walked out of the kitchen. 

               Adapted from Born to Run by Michael Morpurgo 
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Listen to the exercises and complete them. 
(Include the 4-second pause after each sentence)  

TASK 2 

Exercise 1 Fill in with one word to complete each sentence. 

a) Craig, Becky’s stepfather was a top dog _____________. (4 seconds)   

b) Becky thought that Alfie the dog was too ______________ and tired.  

(4 seconds)   

c) Alfie and Brighteyes were Craig’s _____________ dogs. (4 seconds)   

d) After the dogs’ last race, the vet confirmed that Alfie had a _____________ 

leg.  (4 seconds)   

 

Exercise 2 Tick (✓) the best phrase. 

Number 1. Becky asked Craig if she could  
a)  keep Alfie and look after him. 
b)  keep Brighteyes. 
c)  find Alfie a good home. (4 seconds)   

Number 2. Craig’s two dogs usually 
a)  placed first and second. 
b) placed second and third. 
c)  never won a race. (4 seconds)   

Number 3. The most important thing for Craig was 
a)  just winning a trophy. 
b)  making Becky happy.  
c)  winning money and trophies. (4 seconds)   
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Number 4. When Alfie stopped running 
a)  Brighteyes kept on running. 
b)  Brighteyes came running back towards him. 
c)  Craig ran to him. (4 seconds)   
 

Exercise 3   Tick (✓) the correct box in the table below. TRUE, FALSE or No 
Information Given (NIG).  
 
a) Becky’s mother was fond of Alfie and Brighteyes. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
b) The two dogs stood together on the track and Becky ran over to them.  

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
c) Alfie would never be able to race again. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
d) Craig was willing to let Becky keep Alfie. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
 
Now you will hear the reading again. Listen carefully. 
(The text is read a second time.) 
You may finish off any remaining exercises as you listen. 
 

 

The Race 
 

Down at the track, there was Craig, Becky’s stepfather and a top dog trainer.  So 
long as one of his two champion dogs came first and the other came in second, so 
long as the prize money was coming in, and the trophies too, that was all that 
mattered to Craig.  Becky never really got on well with Craig.  For her, every race 
was a torment.  She could see that Alfie was not the dog he had been.  He was too 
tired.  He was too old. Every time he ran, she thought it might be his last. 
Becky was there at the track the evening Alfie broke down. He looked fine as she 
led him around the enclosure, full of himself and up on his toes.  He was the first 
out of the traps, as usual, kept tight around the bend and powered ahead, with 
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Brighteyes just behind.  It looked to Becky, and to everyone else, like another double 
win.  All the other dogs were out of it.  Then, with no warning whatsoever, Alfie 
simply stopped running, slowed to a limping walk and stood there panting under the 
glare of the lights, as every dog streaked by him. 
Brighteyes had run on a few paces when it happened.  But then, as he found himself 
suddenly alone, he slowed, stopped and looked about him. He saw Alfie standing 
there alone on the track and came running back towards him.  The two famous 
champions stood side by side on the track, bewildered and alarmed, but still 
together.  As Becky ran over to them, the whole crowd fell silent.  They knew, that 
they were witnessing the end of a greyhound racing legend, that they had just seen 
the great Alfie run his last race. 
The vet confirmed what everyone had already suspected, that a bone in one of 
Alfie’s hind legs had broken.  He might be able to run but he would never race again. 
No one spoke in the van on the way home that night.  Becky sat in the back with 
Alfie’s head on her lap.  She didn’t utter a word. She waited until they were having 
a cup of tea in the kitchen, before she said anything.  She had made up her mind to 
swallow her pride and beg. 
“I have never asked you for anything before, have I, Craig?” she began.  Craig didn’t 
say anything.  He sat there stirring his tea and gazing into it.  “It’s about Alfie. I’d 
really like to keep him.  I mean, he’s won you all that money, all those cups.  He’s 
run his heart out for you every time he has raced, hasn’t he?  And Brighteyes… if 
Alfie goes, it will break his heart, and if he’s unhappy then he will never run his best, 
will he?  I know him.  Please Craig, I will look after him.  I promise I will.” 
“Well let me tell you something,” replied Craig.  “A racing dog is only worth keeping 
as long as he can win.  You heard what the vet said.  Alfie’s not even going to be 
able to race again, let alone win.  So he goes, just like the others.  He’s no different.  
I run a racing kennels here, right?  I do not run a dogs’ rest home for lame 
greyhounds.  He goes.  Tomorrow.  And there’s an end to it.” 
“He’ll go to a good home, Becky.  It’s all right,” her mother said.  “They all go to 
good homes, don’t they Craig?” 
“Oh yes,” Craig muttered as he took a sip of his tea and walked out of the kitchen. 

                  Adapted from Born to Run by Michael Morpurgo 
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Listen to the exercises and complete them. 
(Include the 4-second pause after each sentence)  

Exercise 1 Fill in with one word to complete each sentence. 

TASK 2 

Exercise 1 Fill in with one word to complete each sentence. 

a) Craig, Becky’s stepfather was a top dog _____________. (4 seconds)   

b) Becky thought that Alfie the dog was too ______________ and tired.  

(4 seconds)   

c) Alfie and Brighteyes were Craig’s _____________ dogs. (4 seconds)   

d) After the dogs’ last race, the vet confirmed that Alfie had a _____________ 

leg.  (4 seconds)   

 

Exercise 2 Tick (✓) the best phrase. 

Number 1. Becky asked Craig if she could  
a)  keep Alfie and look after him. 
b)  keep Brighteyes. 
c)  find Alfie a good home. (4 seconds)   

Number 2. Craig’s two dogs usually 
a)  placed first and second. 
b)  placed second and third. 
c)  never won a race. (4 seconds)   

Number 3. The most important thing for Craig was 
a)  just winning a trophy. 
b)  making Becky happy.  
c)  winning money and trophies. (4 seconds)   
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Number 4. When Alfie stopped running 
a)  Brighteyes kept on running. 
b)  Brighteyes came running back towards him. 
c)  Craig ran to him. (4 seconds)   
 

Exercise 3   Tick (✓) the correct box in the table below. TRUE, FALSE or No 
Information Given (NIG).  
 
a) Becky’s mother was fond of Alfie and Brighteyes. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
b) The two dogs stood together on the track and Becky ran over to them.  

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
c) Alfie would never be able to race again. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
d) Craig was willing to let Becky keep Alfie. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds)   
 
You now have time to check your answers. (Allow 1 minute)   

This is the end of Task Two and the end of the Listening Examination. 

 
End of Paper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  


