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A.  Reading Comprehension                                                            20 marks 

A. 1.  Read the following text carefully.   

Facts about Seals 

 Seals bark like a dog, have whiskers like a cat and swim like a fish.  

 Seals have special qualities that allow them to live on land as well 
as in water.  

 There are many different kinds of seals.  

 Seals belong to a group of animals called 
pinnipeds and have large, flipper-like feet. 

 Flippers are very important to seals. Since 
they spend much time in the water, flippers are much more useful 
than ordinary feet. 

 

1.  Underline the correct answer.                                                    (1 mark) 
These facts are about  (fish,  seals,  dogs, cats).    

           
 

2.  Match to form sentences.  The first one is ready.                  (3 marks)                                           

 

a)  Seals are able to live   look like flippers. 

b)  Seals belong to a family  a  on land and in water. 

c)  Seals’ feet     more useful than feet. 

d)  In water, flippers are     called pinnipeds. 
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A. 2.    Read the following passage carefully. 

Seals 

   Most types of seals grow between one and 
two metres in length and weigh from 90 to 
225kg. However, male elephant seals can grow 
up to more than six metres in length and weigh 
as much as 3,600kg. In fact, the elephant seal 
is one of the largest creatures on Earth.  

The teeth of seals are made up of layers, like tree rings. A new layer is 
added every year. By counting the layers of teeth, scientists can tell a seal’s 
age. Some seals live twenty-five years or more.  

Many seals live in groups. Some of them gather in groups when they are on 
land but go their separate ways when they return to the water to feed. 
There are other kinds of seals that prefer to live alone. The ringed seal, for 
example, spends nearly all of its time on its own. 

When people think about seals, they often think of those animals that 
perform in zoos and marine parks. However, these are not seals but sea 
lions. It’s only natural that people confuse them but if you look closely, you 
will notice some differences. First of all, sea lions have ears that are easy to 
see. They belong to a family called eared seals. On the other hand, the ears 
of seals are only tiny openings on the sides of their heads.  

Secondly, the flippers of seals and sea lions are quite different too. As a 
result, the two animals swim and move on land in different ways. Sea lions 
can walk and even run on land because they can stand on their back flippers. 
In water, they paddle with their large front flippers and steer with their 
back flippers. 
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Seals use their back flippers to do most of their swimming. On land, a seal’s 
hind flippers are of little use. Instead of walking, a seal waddles along like a 
penguin.  

The seal’s enemies include polar bears, killer whales, sharks 
and sometimes wolves. During their first weeks of life, 
young seals are an easy meal for a golden eagle or other 
large predators.     

(Adapted from Getting to know … Nature’s Children – Seals) 
 

1. Tick (✓) to show the correct answer.                                            (1 mark) 

i) An elephant seal can grow up to more than 

  

 

ii) Some seals live for                                                                (1 mark) 

 

 

 

2. Tick (✓)  to show whether each sentence is True or False.       (5 marks) 

                                                                                                    True False 

a) The elephant seal is a small creature.   
b) Seals look for food in the water.   
c) All seals prefer to live alone.   
d) Most of the animals that perform in marine 

parks are seals. 
  

e) Both seals and sea lions have ears.   

a)  one metre.        
b)  three metres.  
c)  six metres.  

a) ten years or more.                            
b) twenty-five years or more.  
c) thirty-five years or more.  
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3. Match                                                                                               (3 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Answer the following questions.                                     

a) How can scientists tell a seal’s age?                                        (1 mark)  

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________  

                                                                                                       

b) Why do some seals separate when they go into the water? (1 mark) 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________        

                                                                                                                              

c) How is a seal different from a sea lion? Name two things.  (2 marks) 

i) ____________________________________________ 

ii)       ____________________________________________   

                                                                                                                                                                                             

d)      Do you think baby seals need to be protected?   Why?        (2 marks)                                                     

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Example:   ‘return’  means 

     b)   ‘openings’  means 

a)  ‘perform’  means 

go back     c)   ‘steer’ means 

holes 

act 

control their movement 
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B.  Language                                                                                             10 marks                                                                                       
B.1.   Fill in the blanks with one of these words.                                  (5 marks) 

 

                    

1. Dad is eating dinner.  He  is very hungry. 
2. Paul and his friends are playing football.   _________  are 

having fun. 
3. Mary is a talented student.  _________   works hard.   
4. My dad is looking for his wallet. He cannot find  _________  . 
5. This remote control car belongs to Sam. It is  _________  . 
6. My family and I are going to London this summer. _________   are 

looking forward to it. 
 
 

  B.2.  Read and complete the sentences by writing what usually happens   
      on Saturdays.  The words in brackets will help you.                 (5 marks)                               
         
 On Saturdays, my sister Diane and I _______________ (to wake) up 
later than usual. We usually _______________ (to have) breakfast with 
our parents. After, Diane _______________ (to attend) piano lessons 
and I _______________ (to do) my homework.  

Later, Diane _______________ (to help) mum to prepare lunch. 
Meanwhile, I usually _______________ (to help) mum by dusting 
the furniture but today I _______________     
_______________ (to hang) the clothes on the line to dry. 

In the afternoon, I _______________   (to go) to Sam’s house to play 
or go for a drive with my parents. Later in the day, my family 
______________ (to visit) my grandparents. Tomorrow is a special day 
as we _______________     _______________ (to go) to spend the 
day in the countryside with our relatives.  

she it they we his he 
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C.   Writing                                                 30 marks 

C. 1.  Write three sentences about this picture.                            (6 marks) 

 
 

1.      
  _____________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________ 

 

2.   
  _____________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________ 

 
3.  
  _____________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________ 
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C. 2.   Fill in the blanks to complete this Banana Cake recipe.    (6 marks)                                                       

                           You will need: 

 4 large bananas 

 200g sugar   

 250g butter 

 3 large eggs 

 400g plain flour 

 

Method: 

1. First,  peel ___________________________________  and place 

them at the bottom of the baking tin. 

2. Then, weigh the __________________________________ and 

mix them together. 

3. Afterwards, beat the ________________________________ and 

pour them into the  ________________________________. 

4. Finally, _______________________________________. 

5. Pour the mixture over the bananas and         

_______________________________________. 
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C. 3.    Composition                                                                           18 marks       

Write ten sentences or a paragraph, between 70 and 100 words on ONE 
of the following:   

1. Picture Composition:                
      A Surprise Breakfast! 
 
Tom gives his Mum a surprise by 
making her breakfast. Look at the 
pictures carefully. Write the story.  
 
The following words may help you: 
happily, silently, stairs, cereal, milk, 
tray, tea, coffee, disappointed 
 

     2.    Write about Monkeys. 
             Use the given information. 

Weight Habitat How they live Food 

can grow up to 
35kg  

forests, 
grassland, 
mountain regions 

in groups known 
as tribe or troop; 
take care of the 
young monkeys 

leaves, fruit, 
seeds, nuts, 
grass, insects, 
spiders, reptiles 

 
 

3. Write about My Best Friend. 
Who is he/she? Why are you best friends? What do you enjoy doing 
together? 
 
 

4. Write about A Trip on a Magical Bird. 
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Title Number: _________ 

Plan your writing in the space below.                                        (2 marks) 
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Title Number: _________                                                            (16 marks) 

Use your plan to write about the title. 
Write between 70 and 100 words. Write neatly and correctly. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________



English-Reading Comprehension, Language and Writing-Year 4-Half Yearly Exams 2018                                    Page 12 of 12 

 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

END OF PAPER 




